
 
 
Dear Household Hazardous Waste Coordinator; 
 
 The HHW Program is changing. The reason for these changes is that DES 
encourages the recycling of HHW, and wants to save you and the grant program 
unnecessary costs for the recycling or disposal of some of these items. Starting in the 
Spring of 2003, HHW grant money cannot be used to dispose of: Used Motor Oil, 
Latex Paint, Household Batteries and Automotive Batteries. In addition, there is a 
maximum reimbursement allowance for fluorescent bulbs, antifreeze, mercury/ mercury 
devices and computers. The following preferred management options will help you to 
establish efficient, cost effective programs for these types of wastes.  
 
Used Motor Oil: The State of New Hampshire has a used oil program. Grants are 
available to New Hampshire municipalities that are establishing or improving used oil 
collection centers. Call 1-888-TAKE-OIL for more information.  
 
Latex Paint:  This product is not considered a hazardous waste under the New 
Hampshire Hazardous Waste Rules. Add kitty litter, sawdust, or an absorbent such as 
newspaper shreds to the wet paint, let it dry and dispose of it with the household trash. 
 
Household Batteries: Alkaline batteries made after 1996 no longer contain mercury. All 
alkaline batteries can be disposed of in the regular trash.  
The Rechargeable Battery Recycling Corporation (1-800-8-BATTERY) has a free 
battery collection program. Rechargeable, small sealed lead acid, nickel-cadmium, Li- 
ion, and Nickel Metal Hydride batteries can be recycled through this program. They 
supply guidance, the collection containers, and the shipping labels. For more 
information, visit their website at www.rbrc.org. 
 
Automotive Batteries: These items can be taken to a metal recycling yard. You may 
get paid a small amount for these batteries.  
 
Fluorescent Bulbs: The State of New Hampshire has a contract with Onyx, Inc. 
(Superior Special Services, Inc.) for fluorescent bulbs. This contract, also available to 
communities, offers a recycling cost of $0.09/ foot. Call Joe Mokrisky or Amanda 
Poverchuk at Superior Special Services at 1-800-478-6055. 
 
The Northeast Resource Recovery Association (NRRA) has two options for fluorescent 
bulb collections. Option 1 is a small volume plan that offers pre-paid storage and 
shipping boxes and that includes the cost of mercury recovery. Option 2 is a discounted, 
large volume service for towns and districts with over 4,500 ft. of fluorescent lamps. Call 
NRRA at (603) 798-5777 for details.  
 
The HHW Grant money will only be reimbursed to towns at a rate of $0.09/ foot for 
fluorescent bulbs. 
 
 

http://www.rbrc.org/


Antifreeze:  Antifreeze Technology Systems (ATS) has a couple of recycling options. 
Option1 is for those who wish to have antifreeze recycled but do not buy it back for 
reuse. The cost is $0.50 cents per gallon. Option 2 is an antifreeze buy back plan. ATS 
picks up the antifreeze for free, recycles it, and sells it back to you for $2.25/gallon. Both 
options have a minimum pickup of 55 gallons. Call ATS at 1-800-799-4449. 
  
The HHW Grant money will only be reimbursed up to $0.50 cents per gallon for used 
antifreeze, regardless of which plan you choose. 
 
Mercury and Mercury Devices: Mercury devices include items such as mercury 
switches, thermometers, and thermostats. Onyx, Inc. (Superior Special Services, Inc.) 
charges $3.75 per pound for mercury containing devices and $4.75 per pound for 
elemental mercury. There are no minimum requirements for these prices.  Call Superior 
Special Services at 1-800-478-6055x232 for more details.  
 
The HHW Grant money will only be reimbursed to towns at a maximum rate of $3.75 
per pound for mercury devices and $4.75 per pound for elemental mercury.   
 
Electronics: The NRRA has two options available for electronic equipment. Option “A” 
is designed for facilities preferring to charge by weight. Each item is weighed and 
tagged to show the amount collected by the facility.  Option “B” is for those that do not 
have a scale, or prefer to charge a flat rate. Call NRRA at (603) 798-5777 for more 
details. 
Superior Special Services charges $0.30 cents per pound for computer electronics. 
There are no minimum requirements for these prices.  Call Superior Special Services at 
1-800-478-6055x232 for more details.  
 
The HHW Grant money will only be reimbursed to towns at a maximum rate of $0.30 
cents per pound for computer electronics. 
 
If you have any questions about this policy or these wastes, please call me at 603-271-
2047 or e-mail me at hhw@des.state.nh.us.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
Melanie Wheeler 
HHW Coordinator 
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